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Firms Tied To Fusion GPS, Christopher Steele Were Paid $3.8 Million By Soros-Backed Group to Fuck With Democracy

| INVESTIGATIVE GROUP
(Chuck Ross | Reporter

“The cy Integrity Project, a i George Soros, pald firms tied to Fusion GPS and Christopher Steele more than $3.8 million in 2017.
« Tax filings show that The Democracy Integrity to™ ities.”
. staffor for Dianne Feinstei "

organization” that helps the government.

A by s pl more than $3.8 million in 2017 to provide research and analysi to "government entites,” according to IRS fiings.

The payments mado by The Democracy Integrity Projoct what the DNC and d Fusion the o investigate Donald Trump's possible ties to Russia.

Perkins Cole, the law firm that reprosented the DNC and Clinton campaign, paid $1 million to Fusion GPS in 2016 to investigate Trump. Fusion GPS in turn paid Steele, a former MIG officer, nearly $170,000 for a project that resulted in the infamous Steele dossier.

Steoles roport, which alloged  botswsen the the 22-month Russia probe,
Daniel J Jones, a former saffe to Calfornia Democrat Sen. Dianne Feinstei, founded TDIP on Jan. 31, 2017, seemingiy to resume Democrats’ investigaton of Trump's possible ks to Russia
ho calleda hel " t Investigate Russian med Ho aso told the FBI in March 2017 a seven and that he planned to the press and lawmakers
" has been reported
“The group planne to work wih a - on foreign actors fforts to interfere in democratic elections around the world,” according to TDIP's 2017 form 990, which s isted in a database maintained by ProPubica,
TDIP 5o says i provides “original, credibl, g 0 .
“The 990 form lists fve separat g provided  and one law Kerman Spacder
“The group paid §3.3 million to Bean LLC. Fusion GPS X paid to Welsingham Paréners Lid., a London-based firm owned by Stecle and his partner, Christopher Burrows
TOIP peid vbased Jso & h consultng.” The company has released Jooking into helped fund
Nearly $130,000 was pid to Edhward Austn Lt  London by Edward Baumgart y e o, which Fusion Grs in legal

‘Section
1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation
from the organization. for the far year ending with or within the organization’s tax year.
) ® ©
Description of services Compensation
BEAN LIC [RESEARCH CONSULTING 333,92
1700 CONNECTICUT AVE NW 400
WASHINGTON, DC_200091134
WALSINGHAM PARTNERS LT RESEARCH CONSULTING 168
HIGHLAND HOUSE MAYFLOWER CLOSE
CHANDLERS FORD, HAMPSHIRE
=0 [RESEARCH CONSUL 149,594
12 MELOMBE PLACE
LONDON, NW1 633
ZUCKERWAN SPAEDER LLP. EGAL Fees T
1800 M STREET NW SUITE 100
WASHINGTON, DC_200365802
EDWARD AUSTIN (7D [RESEARCH CONSULTING 718
COMMUNICATION HOUSE 26 YORK STREET
LONDON, ENGLAND W1U 6
2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of|
from anization » &

Listof ndependent contractors for The Democracy Integrity Projoct (2017 IRS Form 990)

amystery,

March 20 that TDIP sends a
Jomes has also taken credit fo planting ant-Trurmp news stories. Adam Waldman, an attorney with X lo that & hases of Florid
‘Our team helped with this,” Jones wrote Waldman on March 17, 201 toThe Foundation,

Waldman testified to the Senate Intelligonce Committeo in Novembor 2017 that Jones told him that Soros, the progressive billionaire inancior, was one of TDIP's backers.
That was confirmed in Octobor, whon The New York Times roported that Soros donated ol lasst §1 million to TDIP.
TheDCNF has since found that a the Fund for $2.1 million to TDIP in 2017. 1t ot clear who provided the donation to FBF as REL

Funding Fusion GPS-Linked Group)

According to TDIP's Lax fligs, Jones’ group received Just over §7 millon in contributions in 2017 and spent close to §5 million. OF that, Jones received a salary of $381,263. Another $95,914 was spent on travel.

TDIP's ik o Istok Associates has not been previausly reported.

‘The company's founder is Neil Barnet, y bl

on Oct. 17, 2018, for Th Washington, D.C. think tank, which focused on British b Banks’ contributions to the

received possibly from $200, which i the cutoft o disclose their names and addressos.

. which gauge of But \g more nefarious in the

toam has pr i him as a candidate But, the money actual

came from unknown sources,” reads Bamett’s report, entiled “Democracy in the Crosshairs.”



Fusion GPS Co-Founder Glenn Simpsan on C: er 16, 2018 in Washinglon, DC. (Photo by Zach Gibson/Getty Images)
“There i no evidence that TDIP was involved in Barnett’s report for The Atlantic Council,
Ome of TDIP's founders and board members s Adam Kaufmann, a former prosecutor in the Manhattan dist ney’s ffice. n privat practice, Kaufmann served as an attorney for Derwick Associates, a Venezuelan frm undering and embe

Derwick hired Fusion GPS in 2014. Reporters and human rights actvists have claimed tht Kaufman and Fusion GPS co-founder Peter Fritsch pressured them to back off stories critical of Derwick.

Baumgartner, the Edward Austin Lid. executive, has worked for yoars as a Fusion GPS contractor.Glenn Simpson, another Fusion GPS co-founder,said in congrossional testimony in 2017 that Baumgartaer helped the irm with an investigation of London-based financier Bill Browdor, who i the leading proponent of the Magnilsky Act, a sanctions law opposed by the Krermlin

Alter tho Steele dossior was published by BuzFoed in January 2017, Fusion GPS tapped Baumgartner o conduct a backgound investigation of Alekse] Gubarer, a Russian businessman accused in the dosser of having boen secruited as a Russian spy and of hacking DNC computer systoms
Gubarev vehemently donied the allogations and filed defamation lawsuits against BuzzFeed and Steclo
Baumgartner's report undorcut the dossier’s bout Gubarex. He found that G  that he was working for the Kremlin to h ocrats.
TDIP has also boen ln company that has been implicated in & dsinformation campaign that targoted a spocial clection for an Alabama Sanate soa in 2017,
Knowledge on Disifo 2018,  project that aimed to track social media disnformation during the 2018 midiern

December after releasing a repart in partnership with the Senate Intelligence Committee regar

TDIP did not respond o a request for comment.




